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 Soon-after the formation of the Bolton and District Archas)logical Society
in 1958 :(June), the opportunity arose to carry out aniri’vesﬁgétioh”of a susp'ee”ced
barrow site.on the crest of Nben~Hill, Belmont; Lancs.; about 6 miles north of *
Bolton. , The site lies on the promontory of the Winter Hill/Rivington block at
{ggp;;eﬁ,ﬁe47149l(1/25ooousheet,SD.el)vat an altitude of a little over 1260 £t. sbove
sea, level (Fig. 1). ..

The position or the site, a.pprox:tmdtely + mlle due wes‘c of the barrow
excavated by Dr. J.D. Bu‘Lock an d the late Mr. C, E P. Posser, is a unmmandiag one

with clear views to the Lmloa,,l‘ire coast (north—west to south) On clear days

the hills of the Lake District and Dekbighshire can be seen with *he nakea eye

The eang'lies’c known reference to the existence of the feature is found in
a monograph "The Hlsto:c'y of R‘*vmgton" by Hampson, publlshed in 1898. Thie
identifies the site as ",.. a natural amphltheatre used by Non—COnfmxm:t.a’cs for
their religious observances." A further reference is found in Prancis Erskine's
publication "The History of Rivington' dated 1903, in which is a specific mention

of a "tumulus.," oo

; Mr. J . Winstanley, *chen secretary of the Bol'ton & Distriot A, S. ,i obtained.
permission from the owners of the s:Lte, L:Werpool Corpora’clon‘ on whose ga‘cherlng
grounds i’c 1ay, and the consen’cs of‘ the grazing and. shoot:mg 'l;enants, @ that ;
work cculd prooeea W:L‘rhoutxdelay. | The Comrnlttee of ’che Soclety then apv::o:mte&
Mr. J. n’instanley Director o*f’ t‘xe excava tion, Mr. G i enkinson as Recorder and
Mr. J. Booth as Sm:veycr. Before any further stops were takem, an aocurate survey
of the apparent extent of the barrow was taken, and its position, contours and “

clevation asbove sea level plotted, the lines of the baulks and periphery taped.




The Director of the excavation ha& &eclded ’oe use the qua&rant me‘thod of excavation,
in which the barrow was ’oo be dlv:Lded in’so four I‘ight-angled segmente separated
by paulks, and the material in any one segment is removed 1ayer by 1aJer, each

successive layer be:mg carefully exam:.ned before work was carried on ’co ’che o

succeedlng 1ower 1ayer.

Tr&nsportation of‘ equipment started dur’mg 'the first weeks in August,
and deespi‘be the difficulties of the ’cerra:m, all necessary equlpment had he en
brought up on to the site by Sa*arday, August 9th, Work then oommenced on
removing ’che mrf’ COVer'mg from Quadrant 'A’ (Flg. 5) in the warly evening.
Members ’sumed up to the Site on the Sunday in such numbers that the whole of
'A the 'turf had been removed by noon.  The area uncovered was seen to be‘eovered, ,
with a profus:xon of protmdlng etones‘ 80 muoh s0 ’chat it was decilded to make
two explora‘hory trench exoava’c...one alongsm:Le baulks 4 and B resPeetively, and to
take these down to the level of the surrounding ground in order Jco discover Wha’c
the stratification was dikely to be. From the evidenoe of the *brenohes it N

appeared that the barrow had a loose strne core covered with earthrand then turf:

a form ef construction which would not readily lend itself to layering.

The weather contlnued favourable 5 ar\ﬂ. as many members arrlved at the

site it was, poss:.ble to remove the loose earth covemng, and start work on the |
loose\_atone core. . 4s ’chere Was more 1abour avallable “then could Suitably be |
used'__on.quadxfant: YA, the Director mstructed that the turf on anadra.nt gt
should be :cemoved By the early evening of Sunday the We&*her broke, e.nd ’che o
* site was deluged by a thunder-—storm Whlch effectlvely fim.shed work for ’che day. ’.
The rain persisted steadily until 2 o clock on Monday afternoon, uvhen work re— |
started with:a fair number of workers.  Numerouc Plint finds were made as %he
layers werd removed, and it became obvious from the random character of theix
distribution hat they were part of the eark cover which had beer taken from &

nearby flint ohipping floor. =~ = - et e 0 e



Gnce agaln the: raln arrlved. in the -a’ce even:mg of Monday and U@I‘ulS ued
until noon on Tuesday, ma.king 'the work and condltlons very trylng. It was found

. ﬂ ~
cessary to dig ara:magg trenches to allow ‘che water ’co drain from the site before

any proper excavatlon could be started The g:mund 'by now was complet ely water—-

logged and progress was extremely difficult.

Wednesday was Washeﬂ out r*omp}etely by a steaciy downpour, but Thursday
dawned 'brightly and Work starwd early, though at a much slower pace. The 10086
s‘rone core we.s :cemoved steadlly md uhe 1ower 1evel became apparent, exposing o
large stones prot*udlng +hrough in roughly ooﬂcuntx'ic r:.ng%. Bv Frlday ‘bhe
qnadvanq was almos» claared of the 10’)88 stones and exoavatlon ‘of ‘the 1ower stfata,
a mix‘tx&&fu gf stones and L,e:c:uh, v\‘rvas u,nder way. At one v)oint a pcouliar arrangement
of s’ccnes, set on edge in 2 o rc_s.e, was unccvered and. alongside a sandstnne ball

about 11 n oia. wnh “f'la‘t:*t;erlc—;ﬂfq ends (Fig. 2), the s’cones were oarefully removed o

wi hou‘c any*hlng furthen" being revealed.

cint o The first -discovery.of oremated bone was made A;glongs;;gie,baglkk ’A:.F - here
partly in the baulk snd partly in the excavation, a pocket of '_o'rezr;ggte@,?re{n,gigg _

wos found, accompaniec‘i by a barbed and tanged flint arrowhead Tt appeared that
: I e o
the crematioa had or1g1na11; been placed W:Lth:m a sma‘il recess férmed with stones,

R . ;.j, _;_,w:
but these had oollapse& and slaread the bone over & cmall ares. On Sunday, "17th

Augusr,, two dlgger.,, R. E. Pearson and J \unstanley Jnr.,' working on a charcoal
band close to baulk ‘B’, notlced traoes of bone meal w:.‘bh fhst:mot “syidence’ %of
pottery. Fur‘bner mvestlgatlon revealed that it was in fact arother Burfal

close up against ‘che stone core of the baulk.
. In this case,. s stode 'kist' had been constructed and ap inverted ~ottery
vessel containing the bone remains had been placed inside. The- continual .. -+ =

wetting: 1t -had received: had: quite.clearly affected the vessel, as. its fabric... :,

wes soft, and the surrounding kist had partially collapsed, causing the weight
e ;




~t the surrﬁundang eari;h O defm.m 'th:., cnntalner 1aterally, presen“blna an

al‘cogether delwate si‘ouatinn.
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It was decided, in the rapidly fading light, to remove the vessel' and the
Diredtsr worked dUntil late in the eiféﬁlng by the meffecﬁmal light of an r';ll lamp
4o’ ensure that this delicate tagk was oorr@leted and removal, ’pl@C@"“eE.L was effected
The rain held off that night and the following mox‘ning, and Work proceeded. Further
excavation revealed traces of a‘riother‘brerﬁationﬂéhd ‘.'aiis’o bi'ought to 1ight anothe;
post hole,mal"ing a total of two, each sbout 2' O apart. Among the bone fémaﬁiﬁs

of the third buriel & fine example of & £lint knife was discovered (Fig. 5).

Close to the centre ol the barrow a fourth burial was uncovered, again part
in and part out of baulk '"B'.  The ‘appe‘aféii‘ce?bf' this cremation was similar in
many vespects fo the Tirst burisal, borie meal Sodttered between the collapsed
remains of a stone pocket, The whole of 'A' quadrant Wwas by now cledred down t0°
the Tevel decided on by theé Director, and the dppearance of ‘the projecting ‘dtone

edgings was quite prominent.

’T.hp Committee deo:Lded at ‘th:l.swstage that :m view of the dlBuO‘V'eI'iGS beuno‘
made, it woula be wiser to preserve the remainder of the barrow for excava‘bion at
a iater date, and on Saturday 23rd August the wiork of restoraticn -wes ‘dommenced.
The major work of collating information and evaluating the results of the dig =
was next considered, a5 1b was essenvial thal scme estimate of the dating of the

burials and bthe type of culture concerned could be made before a detailed report

could be produc ed.

Semples cf the finds and descriptions, drawings and photographs oi vhe
pottery vessels were sent for professional examination and opinion. ALl finds
from the excavaticn were placed in the care of thne late Mr., Alfred Hazelwocd,

Curator of Bolton Museum, who arranged to have the vessel restored.
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The then Ass:.stant Curator of Bolhon ‘vIuseum, Mr. Cheetham, Vundertoolh the

delicate task of restoration, and the Vessel is now d:LSplayed 1n its stone kist in

the Museum, along with other f£inds frem the site.

1

Before a complete picture of the hlstory of the barrow could be prepared,
it wasg decided to o‘b‘t:a.:l,‘nl ev:Ldence of the geolog:.oal formation of the area surround—
ing ’che barrow. An he.st-west trench was sunk down to bed-rock and oontinued at
rook—head 1eve1 ’ Wes‘cward, unt:Ll the perlphery of the mound was reached. _It__was
evident from the tcench section (Fig. 6) that the protruding stone rim (F,Lg.b)

encountered in the excavation of quadrant TA'! was apparently the top of some kind

of stone walling, at the base of which there was evidence of burnt clay.
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‘ When the ba.rrow is. eventually re-opened, excavation will have '_jco be oa,rraled
out down to bedrock, 80 that any further hab:.ltatn.on floors, if they exist, shou_ld,
come j_;o 1ight. . There remaing o-,nly the Committee s gratitude to record to all
the members of . the Society and others whose enthusiasm under sometimed very trying
oonditions enabled the excavation to be carried out, and especially to those .:
whoge loen of ewipmer.t and eXpwt advice enabled the Society's first major project
tobe cairied out. |

. It is intended . in the next issue of the Journal to attempt an evaluation

of the matupre cf ~the barrow and the significance of the finds and vessel.. .

1ranss T2 &' ¢o Ant. Soc., LXX (1960), 66.



















